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JESS: TRANSLATIONS, SALVAGES, AND PASTE-UPS 
Through September 6, 198? 

Thirteen works by Jess {born 1923) , a San Francisco artist known for his 
imaginative paintings and the elaborate collages he calls Paste-Ups, are on 
view through September 6 in Gallery 40 at The Cleveland Museum of Art. 

Jess's Paste-Ups, sometimes measuring several feet across, are made up of 
hundreds of found images from such diverse sources as Victorian engravings, 
magazine illustrations, and jigsaw puzzles. These densely complex arrangements 
often are loaded with visual puns and unsettling associations. Seven Paste-Ups 
from 1972-1987 are included in this exhibition. 

Jess Collins, who dropped his surname as a protest against family values, 
was a familiar figure in the 1950s Beat scene in San Francisco. There he met 
the poet Robert Duncan, a long-time companion with whom he has often collab- 
orated. In 1959 . Jess began the Translations series, using thick, painterly 
applications of oils to copy and enlarge an existing image. The Translations 
are always accompanied by a related text and, like Jess's visual material, 
these written fragments reflect his highly eclectic interests: mythology, 
fairy tales, poetry, science fiction, tarot, and metaphysics. In his I 963 
Translation No. 2, titled Montana Xibalba , Jess renders a 1944 photograph of 
soccer players from the University of Montana yearbook. 

The show also includes two of Jess's Salvages, oil paintings that 
incorporate parts of earlier canvases — either his own work or that of another 
artist. Twelve of the works were lent by the Odyssia Gallery, New York; one 
was lent by the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, Sarasota, Florida. 

The show is organized by Curator of Contemporary Art Tom Hinson. 


For additional information or black-and-white photographs, please contact the 
Public Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, III50 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44l06; 216/421-7340. 



